COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Matter of: .

FLEMING-~MASON RURAL ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE CORPORATION

)
)
)
AND )
)
CONTINENTAL TELEPHONE COMPANY) Case No. 9988
OF KENTUCKY

PAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE
COMMISSION'S REGULATION 807
KAR 5:006, SECTION 24

B e et

SHOW CAUSE ORDER

On April 29, 1987, Mr. Hazel McCarthey, a resident of 0ld

Sardis Pike, Maysville, Kentucky, was fatally injured while mowing

with his tractor. The mower bar on the tractor became entangled
on a Continental Telephone Company of Kentucky ("CONTEL") down
guy. This apparently caused the tractor to swing around sharply
and become entangled on a Fleming-Mason Rural Electric Cooperative
Corporation ("Fleming-Mason™) down guy which c¢reated enough
tension in the down guy to break the top of the pole. The
Fleming~Mason down guy wrapped around the tractor's rear tire and
the victim's chest., The continued forward motion of the tractor
tightened the down guy across the victim causing his death. (See
Appendix which is Commission's Accident Investigation Report and
Fleming-Mason's Accident Report.)

The accident occurred on April 29, 1987, at 5:00 p.m. and was

not reported to the Commission until April 30, 1987, at 3:07 p.m.




Fleming-Mason's Accident Report was not filed with the Commission
until June 3, 1987, The Commission's Regulation 807 KAR 5:006,
Section 24, states that prompt notice of fatal accidents shall be
given to the Commission by telephone or telegraph, and a summary
wrzitten report shall be submitted to the Commission within 7 days
of the subject accident. The accident was reported by telephone
almost 24 hours after its occurrence, and Fleming-Mason's Accident
Report was filed 34 days after its occurrence.

CONTEL also had facilities on the same pole as Fleming-Mason.
CONTEL did not notify the Commission at all of this accident
involving its facilities. This is in violation of 807 KAR 5:006,

Section 24, of the Commission's regulations.

FINDINGS AND ORDERS

The Commission, having considered the evidence of record and
being advised, is of the opinion and finds that:

1. Fleming—-Mason violated the Commission's Regulations by
not reporting the subject accident in a prompt manner, and by not
submitting a summary written report within 7 days of the subject
accldent, as prescribed in 807 KAR 5:006, Section 24, of the
Commission's Regulations.

2, CONTEL violated the Commission's Regulations by failing
to notify the Commission by telephone or telegraph, and also by
not submitting a summary written report of this fatal accident

involving its facilities, both of which are prescribed in 807 KAR

5:006, Section 24, of the Commission's Regulations.




3. CONTEL and Fleming-Mason should be required to appear
and explain the reasons why the Commission's Regulation was
violated and present a detailed plan to prevent the reoccurrence
of this wviolation, and to show cause if any {t can, why the
Commission should not impose penalties pursuant to KRS 278.990.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that CONTEL and Fleming-Mason shall
appear before the Commission on August 20, 1987, at 1:30 P.M.,
Eastern Daylight Time, in the Commission's offices at Frankfort,
Kentucky, for the purpose of presenting evidence related to
CONTEL's and Fleming-Mason's programs to ensure compliance with
807 KAR 5:006, Section 24, and to show cause if any it can, why
the Commission should not impose penalties pursuant to KRS
278.990.

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this  7th day of August, 1987.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Bttt fhora o

Chairman v

Sy Ml /

ATTEST:

Executive Director




APPENDIX

APPENDIX TO AN ORDER OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSION IN CASE NO.9988 DATED 8/7/¢7

ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION

DATE OF THIS REPORT 6/8/87 SUBMITTED BY Jeffery L. Gilpin

NAME OF UTILITY _Fleming-Mason RECC

ACCIDENT REPORTBD BY Steve Souder

DATE & TIME ACCIDENT REPORTED _4/30/87 3:07 P.M,

DATE AND TIME ACCIDENT OCCURRED 4,/29/87 5:00 P.M.

DATE OF ACCIDERT INRVESTIGATION 5/1/87

"DATE SUMMARY WRITTEN REPORT WAS RECEIVED FPROM UTILITY _6/3/87

PERSONS ASSISTING IN THE INVESTIGATION _Steve Souder-Fleming-Mason

RECC
NAME OF VICTIMN(S) 1. Hazel McCarthey SEX M AGE 88
FATAL Yes NAME OF EMPLOYER: Self-employed farmer.
INJURIES
2. SEX AGE
PATAL NAME OF EMPLOYER:
INJURIES
3. SEX AGE
PATAL RAME OF EMPLOYER:
INJURIES
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ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION (Continued)

LOCATION OF ACCIDENT SITE Off of Old Sardis Pike in Mason County.,

Kentucky, at the victim's residence.

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDERT The victim was mowing grass around the edge

of his yard with a farm tractor and a cutter bar mower when the mower

became entangled in _a Contel Telephone Company down guy. Apparently

the contact with the Contel guy caused the tractor to swing sharply

to the right and become entaqgied in Fleming—ﬁason's down_guy which

broke the top off of the pole. When the pole broke the slack in the

Fleming~Mason down guy wrapped around the tractors rear tire and the

victim's chest. As the tractor continued forward the rotation of the

wheels tightened the cable across the victim and caused his death. .

SOURCE OF INFORMATION _Steve Souder, Fleming-Mason RECC: Fleming-

Mason's Summary Accident Report; onsite investigation.

VIOLATIONS OF COMMISSION REGULATIONS This accident occurred on April

29, 1987, at 5:00 P.M. and was not reported until April 30, 1987, at

3:07 P.M. This is in violation of KAR 5:006, Section 24 which re-

quires that the utility give prompt notice of all fatal accidents.

The Commission did not receive the utility's written summary report

of this accident until June 3. 1987. This is in violation of KAR

5:006, Section 24 which requires that a written summary report be

submitted within 7 days.

RECOMMENDATIONS To be in compliance with KAR 5:006, Section 24, the

utility should provide the Commission with prompt notice of all fatal

accidents and submit a summary written report within 7 days. The

: prompt notice should be given to the Commission even if details are

sketchy. Additional information can be given at a later time if

necessary.
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CORRECTIVE ACTION
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LINE CLEARANCES

Minisum Allowed

As Measured by RESC

A. AT POINT OF ACCIDENT

Phase conductor to ground

elevation: N/A N/A

Neutral conductor to ground

elevation: N/A N/A

Communication conductor to

ground elevation: N/A N/A

Phase conductor to structures N/A N/A

Neutral conductor to structure: N/A N/A

Communication conductor to

structure: N/A N/A
B. AT LOWEST POINT OF SPAN

Phase conductor to ground

elevation: N/A N/A

Neutral conductor to ground

elevation: N/A N/A

Communication conductor to

ground elevation: N/A N/A

C. SPAN LENGTH N/A

pate the line or facilities were constructed:

Otility: Fleming-Mason RECC

Date: S/1/87 Time 10:30 A.M.

Approximate temperature: 82 Degrees F

Measurements made by:
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FLEMING-MASON
RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE CORPORATION

Huston Delaney, P.O. BOX 328
President & General Manager FLEMINGSBURG, KY, 41041
Phone (806) 845-2661

RECEIVED

June 2, 1987 Jun 01887

, DIVISION OF uTILITY -
Jeff Gilpin ENGINEERING & SERVICES

Public Service Commission
P. 0. Box 615
Prankfort, KY 40602

Dear Jeff:

Enclosed please find the following items relating to the Hazel
McCarthey accident in Mason County which you investigated.

Summary "Hazel McCarthey's Fatal Accident"
Coroner's Investigation Report
Sheriff's Report

Ambulance Operators Report
Sketch of Scene

Very truly yours,
ude

SDS/pdp

Enclosures




HAZEL McCARTHEY'S FATAL ACCIDENT

The following is8 a reconstruction of events on the evening
of April 29, 1987 concerning the Hazel McCarthey accident based
on an interview by Steve Souder with Russie Dunaway, Steve Rarn
and Jack Owens, with Louie Flanery being present.

John Fulton or Elmer Fulton called Marjorie Royse about 5:00
p-m. td report the power off at account number 19-78-02. This
information was relayed by Reno McGlone to Russie and Steve who
were working on another outage between Elizaville and Rilltop.
They finished their work in the Elizaville-Hilltop area and
proceeded to the John R. Fulton residence and determined that the
distribution line was de-energized. They went to reclose number
223 which was locked out. It was successfully closed at 6:37 p.m.
with no subsequent operations. Returning to the John R. Fulton
residence ‘they saw the lights on and decided to patrol the rest
of the circuit to determine the cause of the outage. They
discovered a tap line out of sag and thinking that the wind had
probably caused this linme to short decided to resag the lime. To
gain access to the terminal pole they contacted Emery Vice who
vent with them to open gates and show them the way to the pole on
which they planned to work. They resaged the line and left the
field at about 7:15 p.m. Returning to Emery Vice's house they
were trimming gsome limbs which were near a service wire when Reno
called to report service along the line section was still off.

They patrolled the line further specifically investigating

the line which was recently resagged when they came upon the




broekn pole at Mr. McCarthey's. The pole had been broken at the
telephone attachment, the Atelephone cable was on the ground and
the electric conductors were still attached to the pole top.

Russie approached a tractor which was caught up in the guy
wires and saw that Mr. McCarthey was still slumped in the tractor
seat with his head down near the foot petals. Russie called to
Steve to bring rubber gloves and bolt cutters. They cut the
electric conductors and guy wire. After straightening Mr.
McCarthey back up in the tractor seat Russie left to call for
help while Steve supported Mr. McCarthey. Russie went to Emery
Vice's house; Mr. Vice called the Palmer Funeral Home in Mayslick
at about 7:15 to 7:30 p.m. When Russie returned to Mr.
McCarthey's, Winnie Sweet was arriving also. Mr. Sweet and Steve
tried resuscitation techniques on Mr. McCarthey but to no avail.
They continued to hold Mr. McCarthey's head until the ambulance
arrived aé 7:50 p.m. At some point during the time, between
Russie's return and the arrival of the ambulance, Rose Ann Palmer
and another 1lady arrived and on Mre. Palmer's advice Mr.
McCarthey was removed from the tractor and placed on the ground.

James Brell, Mason County Coroner, and Charles Lang, Mason
County Deputy Sheriff, came to the site. Jack Owens of Fleming-
Mason RECC arrived at about 8:25 p.m. He called Huston Delaney
then isolated the line to Mr. McCarthey's and restored power to
the line section.

Contel Telephone Company was notified by Jack at 7:00 a.m.

on April 30.

[\



' ’ prejz |
e CORONER'S INVESTICATION REPORT
Person Calling Coroner: j”\a “1 o " Ile L; 'Ft \C_:-':/-.,- qd‘ Date A‘ﬂ‘: ' Zq, 9 2')
Time g: GO (A_P_:Hj Time of Arrival QotS @

Narme of Decassed: /a2 </ M. Ne chrTAe‘_i |

(First) (Middte) T (Last)
Place of Death: Kesi{\e‘ncﬁ ~/J’)ld_ 8(1\."(’\‘0 S Qn l:? \ "

. (Mame, Hospital, Pisce of injury s accident, o¢ athar) </
%,,L"" e —Masca K?lu...
Address: R}; 2 IQQO (W L’;//G !U{LSCM‘ ku

(Mymber & Strect) (City) (County) mm)/

) M. .
Time of Death: SC(\ h) Date ofDearh:_A‘ﬂrl l 2(‘1 I q 8"7
Date of Birth: _;L:Am.ui‘ ] [ 8?9 Place of Birth: ‘kerit.tlc[(
(Montn) (Oay) (Yasr) (City) (County) (State)

~ .

noa e Single: Married:
Age: 2 2 _ S.ex:_.u_\______ Rxc:__lAZ.__,___ Widowed: X __  Divorced: Sep:
Next of Kh(ﬁ(i [ ﬂj(‘ (CI Fﬂrlu I’;txu’j 1/ CL kq P\J‘t—l_l\er—

(Name) (Address) [ 4 f»m Ne.) (Relationship)
Maiden Name (if wife surviving spouse) Nﬁ(n €.

Father's Name: &%L&Mﬂlr»mh Maiden Name: g.lﬂ.m___&@_m%_k
[} ] (M 1odte) (Last)

Sociat Security Number 403~ 52- §ANS occupation_Farmer

Employed By: Self

H-sﬂ..ﬂc.:f__ weight /! O /- Eyes Hair

Pronounced Dead by: v\ p_)l:'?j (JSP'

Police agency and investigator: SUY, ol e < Lol i . 1R
Clothed ‘ Partially clothed Unclothed

Date Time Location City or County
Last Seen Alive 4 -29-87
Death Discovered 14 -29-51 7 89 £t | FRe<clenc e RR 7 iVlayes de
View of Body y-231] @ 49 Pm| Redence AC 2 pigoedle

Nam Address
Found Dead By Steve Harn z Jeussell Dunauac‘l EMRELCC

Last Seen Alive By

Witness to Injury
Hiness or Death MMl h N

History: U.eline blas mouwiing cirass wath o faem Tractcic
g . J __dd . *
o o Tler fas 7qye M~ L e i Ter eclgr ot The

A

1
e ver f‘l?XTTC‘t ﬂe ’]7(' beccuvue ht(l: Q(‘l ulc. o nnc}\o.'-

cokle Coheve) oF ¢ L'T”‘LT% raYall o tn The vielim's side
(Over)




/// . e Caet F\c1 MEm «v sy Fey e

- Mason County Coroner‘s Office

JAMES A. BRELL, CORONER
Phone 606 564-6012
620 East Second St. Maysville, Ky. 41036

\.‘ord c_quf>}n3 The Vichim's TracTer Te come (n
CenlacT . Th. 4 se cosres Qnchee cable (power)-
/fke TracTer Eecame Cn—?anfjltd n T he powes

/}ne Qinc LOr- C_(\AIQ CClUS;ny 77\2 ('(\AIQ —To é‘CCG"\Q.

wreapped arcuvaq (re velTTimds Lpesr qbd_omem
(aus{mj deafh &y as phyriotion. The pull en
The power line oncCher cable tuas suvk That
u’ﬁ'h"t‘q pc)e_ Top was broken off (a”ow.ny
SlaC‘( n ‘fke C(\L’Q ‘fo be LJ.'CAPPQC\ OFGU'.'\d The

u-l cTi A



L SN

Personal Physician [ V / £

.. (?'/

-~

U (Name) (Address)

Evidence cbtained at scene: bh'\ e

(Phens MNe.)

Name of Suspect: h’th_ Address:

Autopsy: Yes No X

Suspected cause of death: a) %%LMM_LQ?'_"I"S S l.O " )
mmaediaty cause)

b) <

S

(Du® te or e a consequence of)
.

o Wice ropped arsund

ﬁ)odi _T:;un k.

(Due to or gs a conseguence of)

Suspected manner of death: Natural [ Accidentp( Homicide O]
Suicide [ Unknown ] Pending O

Photos Taken %

Bzt Sanmplie-—Feken— ‘Body—Temperatuce—.
Body Released to _{)t'l)mer' f H males I/.(__l(

—a—
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